
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND

Meeting date: 3 October 2017

From: Corporate Director – Economy & Highways

WHITEHAVEN TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER REVIEW

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members with the background 
and details of proposed alterations to the traffic restrictions in the 
Whitehaven area, following statutory consultation and advertisement 
and seeks a recommendation to bring into force the Order referred to 
at paragraph 3.1 of this report to the extent specified therein.

1.2 The report will enable the local elected Members to make a balanced 
decision taking into account letters of representation/objection 
received during the statutory objection period.  Subject to the 
recommendation being approved by Members, Officers will progress 
with the suggested implementation of the Order detailed at paragraph 
3.1 of this report.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed traffic restrictions are designed to improve traffic flow 
and traffic management within the areas assessed, whilst also 
providing a safe and effective transport network.

2.2 The traffic restrictions which are proposed for introduction comply 
with Cumbria County Council’s forward plan of creating a safe and 
secure community, whilst providing a high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 Having taken into consideration the matters contained in Section 
122(s) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this report, that Members 
agree that “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Whitehaven) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 20><” (the 
Order) be brought into operation, as advertised, EXCEPT THAT: -



(i) All proposed changes to the existing restrictions on Coach 
Road, as shown on the plan attached as Appendix 11 be NOT 
introduced; and,

(ii) The proposed “No Waiting At Any Time” restrictions on 
Woodstock Lane be reduced so that it will apply for the entire 
length on the eastern side, and for a distance of 114 metres on 
the western side from its junction with Coach Road (leaving 
approximately 12 metres unrestricted on the western side), as 
shown on the revised plan attached as Appendix 17.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Statutory consultation was undertaken in May and June 2017, on a number 
of proposed alterations to traffic restrictions in the Whitehaven area.  The 
review of the Whitehaven Traffic Regulation Order was carried out with an 
aim to maximise on-street parking provision in the town where possible, 
whilst addressing concerns of safety.

4.2 Statutory advertisement has been carried out during August and September 
2017.  Members are now tasked with making the decision in determining 
whether the representations/objections to some of the proposals should be 
up-held or not.

4.3 A copy of the Notice, which summarises the proposed restrictions, is 
attached as Appendix 1.  

4.4 Eighteen proposals were advertised, of which objections were received to six 
of the proposals.  It is recommended that the twelve without objection are 
introduced as advertised (as indicated in Appendix 25).

4.5 Details of each proposal are as follows:

4.5.1 Proposal No. 1 – Spur Road between Catherine Street and Irish Street.
To introduce sections of “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines).  The proposed addition of restrictions here has been requested by the 
nearby offices and doctors surgery, following difficulties in accessing the 
associated car parking facilities.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 2.

4.5.2 Proposal No. 2 – Low Road (Meadow View).
Following recent concerns in relation to traffic flows both in and out of 
Whitehaven town centre along the B5345 Low Road, residents were initially 
consulted on a number of traffic solutions to aid movement in that area.  The 
initial consultation suggested replacing a section of “No Waiting between 
8am and 6pm on any other day than a Sunday” with “No Waiting at any time” 
restriction (double yellow lines) to improve visibility for vehicles travelling in a 
northerly direction.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 3.

A number of responses were received, including a petition signed by 
residents of 20 of the affected properties requesting consideration is given to 
a “Residents Only” parking zone/bay along the frontage of Meadow View.



Consideration was given to the request for “Residents Only” parking, 
however we believe this cannot be progressed for a variety of reasons.  
Cumbria County Council is committed to providing a safe and well managed 
highway network and supporting local economic growth, as detailed in the 
Council Plan 2016-2019.  The B5345 is a strategic route in and out of 
Whitehaven town centre, being one of only two main routes from the South 
into Whitehaven.  Other key routes into the town centre, such as Back 
Corkickle, maintain two lanes of flowing traffic at all times to reduce 
congestion.  Therefore, a secondary phase of consultation suggested three 
different proposals, consisting of:

 Option 1 – to replace a section of “No Waiting between 8am and 6pm 
on any other day than a Sunday” with “No Waiting at any Time” 
restriction (double yellow lines), and extend the “No Waiting at any 
Time” restriction along the section of unrestricted carriageway.  A plan 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 4.

 Option 2 – to replace a section of “No Waiting between 8am and 6pm 
on any other day than a Sunday” with “No Waiting at any Time” 
restriction (double yellow lines), and install a section of “No Waiting at 
any Time” restriction mid-way along the section of unrestricted 
carriageway to act as a ‘passing place’.  A plan showing the proposal 
is attached as Appendix 5.

 Option 3 (original proposal) - to replace a section of “No Waiting 
between 8am and 6pm on any other day than a Sunday” with “No 
Waiting at any Time” restriction (double yellow lines) to improve 
visibility for vehicles travelling in a northerly direction.  A plan showing 
the proposal is attached as Appendix 3.

A further twenty responses were received to this secondary round of 
consultation, all of which were against the proposal noted as Option 1, 
attached as Appendix 4.  Therefore, restrictions as per Option 2 have been 
advertised.

Seven objections were received to the proposed restrictions at Low Road, 
Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 5).  It is recommended that the proposal 
be introduced as advertised, despite the objections.  Further detail is 
contained in Appendix 25.

4.5.3 Proposal No. 3 – New Road.
To introduce a section of “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to reduce obstruction and congestion at a 
key junction with the A595, therefore improving traffic flows.  A plan showing 
the proposal is attached as Appendix 6.

4.5.4 Proposal No. 4 – Duke Street.
To introduce a section of “Disabled Person’s Parking Place”, within the 
existing restricted zone.  This proposal is designed to improve accessibility 
to nearby healthcare services, restaurants, etc.  A plan showing the proposal 
is attached as Appendix 7.



4.5.5 Proposal No. 5 – Strand Street.
To install a section of “No Waiting at any time” restriction at the shared 
junction of Strand Street / Swingpump Lane.  This proposal is designed to 
prevent vehicles parking on and obstructing the footway, whilst ensuring 
appropriate visibility is maintained at the junction.  A plan showing the 
proposal is attached as Appendix 8.

4.5.6 Proposal No. 6 – Market Place.
To install additional “Disabled Person’s Parking Places” and “Loading Bays”; 
and amend the existing “No Waiting at any Time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines) to include a “No Loading/Unloading at any Time” restriction, in line with 
the existing restricted zone.  This proposal is designed to provide formalised 
parking arrangements within the Market Place with a key focus on improving 
pedestrian and vehicular safety, whilst also reducing congestion.  A plan 
showing the original proposal is attached as Appendix 9.  Responses 
received to the original proposal raised concerns regarding a lack of disabled 
person’s parking and loading availability.  These were taken into 
consideration and the proposal was amended accordingly, attached as 
Appendix 10.  Further consultation with affected residents was carried out, 
and a drop-in session was held by officers with a view of capturing as many 
views as possible.  Residents representing one affected property attended 
the drop-in session with further concerns, however overall responses 
received were generally found to be in favour of the amended proposal.

Twenty-seven objections were received to the proposed restrictions at 
Market Place, Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 10).  It is recommended 
that the proposal be introduced as advertised, despite the objections.  
Further detail is contained in Appendix 25.

4.5.7 Proposal No. 7 – Coach Road.
To install additional “No Waiting at any Time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines) and “Disc Parking Places” with residents exemption.  This proposal is 
designed to prevent obstruction of the highway and formalise parking in line 
with other nearby areas such as The Gardens and Bentinck Row.  A plan 
showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 11.

Two objections were received to the proposed restrictions at Coach Road, 
Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 11).  It is recommended that the 
proposal is not introduced as advertised.  Further detail is contained in 
Appendix 25.

4.5.8 Proposal No. 8 – Queen Street.
To replace sections of “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines) with “Disc Parking Places” with residents exemptions.  This proposal is 
designed to provide additional on-street parking provision within the town 
centre.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 12.

4.5.9 Proposal No. 10 – West Strand.
To replace a section of “Parking Place for Coaches only at any time” with 
“Disabled Person’s Parking Place” within the existing restricted zone.  This 
proposal is designed to improve accessibility to nearby businesses and 
charity organisations.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 
13.



4.5.10 Proposal No. 11 – Sneckyeat Road.
To install a section of “No Waiting at any time” restriction (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to provide improved visibility for vehicles 
exiting the Cambridge Road junction.  A plan showing the proposal is 
attached as Appendix 14.

4.5.11 Proposal No. 12 – Egremont Road.
To install a section of “No Waiting at any time” restriction (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to improve visibility for vehicles exiting its 
junction with Bedford Street.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 15.

4.5.12 Proposal No. 14 – Woodstock Lane.
To install a section of “No Waiting at any time” restriction (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to prevent the obstruction of the highway 
by inconsiderate parking along the footway and around the junction.  A plan 
showing the original proposal is attached as Appendix 16.

One objection was received to the proposed restrictions at Woodstock Lane, 
Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 16).  It is recommended that the 
proposal is not introduced as advertised, despite the objections, and that the 
extent of the “No Waiting At Any Time” restrictions be reduced so that it will 
apply for the entire length on the eastern side, and for a distance of 114 
metres on the western side from its junction with Coach Road (leaving 
approximately 12 metres unrestricted on the western side), as shown on the 
plan attached as Appendix 17  Further detail is contained in Appendix 25.

4.5.13 Proposal No. 15 – Homewood Drive and Rutland Avenue.
To install section of “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to prevent the obstruction of the highway 
between its junction with the A595 and the emergency access to the West 
Cumberland Hospital grounds.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 18.

One objection was received to the proposed restrictions at Homewood Drive 
and Rutland Avenue, Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 18).  It is 
recommended that the proposal is not introduced as advertised, despite the 
objections.  Further detail is contained in Appendix 25.

4.5.14 Proposal No. 16 – Ginns to Kells Road and Cart Road.  
Following complaints of highway obstruction due to inconsiderate parking, 
temporary “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow lines) were 
implemented as shown on the plan attached as Appendix 19.  
Responses to the initial consultation raised concerns that parents collecting 
and dropping off children from Monkwray Junior School were unable to park 
within a reasonable distance of the school.  Therefore, the proposal has 
been amended to include sections of “No Waiting between 9:30am and 
2:30pm, Monday to Friday inclusive”.  A plan of the amended proposal, as 
advertised, is attached as Appendix 20.



4.5.15 Proposal No. 17 – Meadow Road.
To install “No Entry” and “One Way” vehicle movement restrictions along 
Meadow Road.  This proposal is designed to reduce congestion and conflict 
around the busy area known locally as “Mirehouse Shops”.  A plan showing 
the proposal is attached as Appendix 21.

4.5.16 Proposal No. 18 – North Shore Road.
To add “No Loading/Unloading at any Time” to the existing “No Waiting at 
any time” restrictions (double yellow lines).  This proposal is designed to 
prevent the obstruction of the highway by inconsiderate parking on the 
footway and around the junction of North Shore Road with Bransty Row.  A 
plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 22.

4.5.17 Proposal No. 19 – Lowther Street.
To remove the “No Waiting except Buses between 8.30am and 6pm on any 
day” and replace with “Disc Parking Places”.  This proposal is designed to 
increase general on-street parking provision within the town centre.  Whilst it 
is acknowledged that buses would not have a dedicated parking bay on 
Lowther Street, the existing bus stops could be used for passengers to alight 
and board, and an unlimited coach parking bay is available for use on West 
Strand.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as Appendix 23.

One objection was received to the proposed restrictions at Lowther Street, 
Whitehaven (as shown at Appendix 23).  It is recommended that the 
proposal is not introduced as advertised, despite the objections.  Further 
detail is contained in Appendix 25.

4.5.18 Proposal No. 20 – Homewood Road and Overend Road.
To extend the existing “No Waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow 
lines).  This proposal is designed to prevent obstruction of the highway to 
and from West Cumberland Hospital and to improve visibility on exiting the 
several affected junctions.  A plan showing the proposal is attached as 
Appendix 24.

4.6 A summary of representations/objections to the statutory advertisement is 
attached as Appendix 25 which also details local officer’s recommendations 
taking the objections into account.

4.7 A further three representations/objections were received following the end of 
the statutory advertisement period.  A summary of these additional 
representations/objections is attached as Appendix 26.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may agree the Recommendations at paragraph 3.1 of this report.

5.2 Members may recommend that the Order be brought into force to an extent 
that differs to that recommended in paragraph 3.1.

5.3 Members agree not to implement any of the recommendations detailed.



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 With the exception of the restrictions displayed as Proposal 17, attached as 
Appendix 21, this is to be funded from the Whitehaven TRO Review budget 
line within the Highways Capital budget line.  The implementation of the 
restrictions shown as Proposal 17, attached as Appendix 21, is to be funded 
from the Mirehouse Traffic Improvements budget line within the Highways 
Capital budget line.

6.2 If recommendations in section 3.1 are agreed it will be the responsibility of 
budget holders to ensure costs are within budget.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is 
expedient to agree to the implementation of the Order referred to at 
paragraph 3.1 of this report, for the reasons specified at sections 1(1)(a) and 
1(1)(f) of the 1984 Act, namely for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic 
using the road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising; 
and for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the 
roads run.

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises;

(b) the effect on amenities of an area;
(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 

Environment Act 1995;
(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 

and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 That the Order be brought into force as referred to in paragraph 3.1 of this 
report to the extent specified therein.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director – Economy & Highways

October 2017
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advertisement period

Electoral Division(s): Bransty
Hensingham
Kells and Sandwith
Mirehouse

Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.



N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers
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